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• What is Data Migration?

• What is the purpose of Data Migration?

• What is the process for Data Migration?

• What do I need to do during IOC?

• What else can I do during IOC?

• What can I do to prepare for Data 

Migration?

• What are the new rules for names?

AgendaAgenda
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What is Data Migration?

• Data Migration is the process of importing or combining 

data from one system and ensuring that the data is 

properly stored in the new system. 

• Commonly used terms regarding SEVIS II Data Migration:

 Legacy data: The information that exists in current SEVIS 

will be referred to as legacy data in SEVIS II. 

 Initial Operating Capability (IOC): The initial release of the 

SEVIS II. During IOC, records from SEVIS I will be migrated 

to SEVIS II and customer accounts will be created.

 Full Operating Capability (FOC): SEVIS II is fully deployed 

and becomes the system of record.
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What is the purpose of 
Data Migration?

• To ensure SEVIS II includes all data captured 
since the inception of SEVIS I 

• To implement the one person – one record 
concept 

• To prevent school/program users from re-
entering existing data

• To ensure that the legacy data conforms to the 
new enhanced architecture and format of 
SEVIS II

• To prepare for the activities required during 
IOC
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What is the process for Data 
Migration?

• Data Analysis

• Data Cleansing

• Data Migration
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SEVIS II Data Migration 
Approach
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Data Analysis

• Analyzing SEVIS I to gain an understanding of 
the current data and format 

• Analyzing SEVIS I to identify missing, 
inaccurate, and inconsistent data

• Analyzing the intended data structure for 
SEVIS II 

• Identifying any data inconsistencies that may 
exist between the SEVIS I and SEVIS II

• Planning source/target mapping for every field 
in SEVIS I
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Data Cleansing

• Ensuring that dates are entered correctly and 
are relevant to the information contained in the 
record

• Ensuring that all migrated data conforms to the 
business rules defined for the system 

• Performing Entity Resolution (ER) to achieve 
“one person, one record” 

• Performing address verification to ensure that 
all U.S. addresses migrated are accurate and 
valid according to USPS standards
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Entity Resolution
(Draft Screenshot)
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Address Verification 
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Data Migration

• Completing source/target mapping for every 
field in SEVIS I

• Entering data, as required by the business 
rules, for all fields that are new to SEVIS II to 
ensure records are complete

• Validating migrated data 

 Independent testing

 IOC
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What can I do to prepare 
for Data Migration?

• Spell school, campus and sponsor names 
correctly

• Check capitalization and spell out all words

• Check spelling of nonimmigrant names and 
dates of birth against official documents

• Keep nonimmigrant addresses current and 
correct

• Verify education levels, majors and minors

• Check and update all school and sponsor 
officials in SEVIS I, including e-mail addresses
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What do I need to do 
during IOC?

• Ensure account creation for school/sponsor 
officials and F,M, and J nonimmigrants in 
Active or Initial status

• Update biographical information for F, M, and J 
nonimmigrants, if necessary

• Validate migrated I-17 data, including entering 
additional information required in SEVIS II

• Continue to manage data in SEVIS I
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What are the new rules for 
names?

• If only one name:

 It must be in the last name field

 FNU can be used for the first name OR the 

single name can be used in both name fields

• The last name cannot be unknown, not 
applicable or any variation thereof

• Roman alphabet only

 No special characters 

 No punctuation

 Single spaces



ICE
SEVP

16

Additional Information

1. SEVP Web site (www.ice.gov/sevis) 

2. SEVIS II Yahoo groups

 Join at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sevisii

 Yahoo e-mail address is not required

 Free

 Membership must be approved

 Include your name, school, and role in your request

 Includes e-mail list and a Web site with ability to post 

files, photographs, poll questions and more

http://www.ice.gov/sevis
http://groups.yahoo.com/sevisii
http://groups.yahoo.com/sevisii
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http://www.istockphoto.com/stock-photo-8393401-question-symbol-icon-blue-isolated-on-white-background.php
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